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Adam Barnosky
 
SHAREHOLDER

  (617) 570-3519   arb@riw.com

OVERVIEW
Adam Barnosky is a shareholder at the firm and Chair of the Restaurant & Hospitality
Practice Group.

Adam brings a solutions-oriented approach to clients in the restaurant, hospitality, retail,
and commercial real estate industries on land use, licensure, and regulatory compliance
matters, in addition to representing clients in corporate transactions, commercial lease
negotiations, real estate developments, and alcoholic beverage structure and licensing.

Adam’s clients include multi-unit restaurant groups, luxury and boutique hotels, sports and
entertainment venues, urban food halls, national retailers, commercial lenders, cannabis
companies, and industry-recognized chefs and hospitality operators.  He also represents
commercial real estate developers, real estate private equity firms and investment trusts
(REIFs/REITs), and real estate portfolio and management companies.  

Adam regularly advocates for clients before state and municipal boards, including the
Massachusetts Alcoholic Beverages Control Commission, Cannabis Control Commission,
Massachusetts Gaming Commission, City of Boston Licensing Board, and Zoning Board of
Appeals, as well as various government authorities across Massachusetts. He is a frequent
speaker on restaurant, hospitality, and commercial real estate issues, and his insights have
been featured in outlets such as The Boston Globe, Boston Magazine, and New England Real
Estate Journal.

In 2018, Adam was appointed by Mayor Yvonne M. Spicer as the inaugural Chair of the
Framingham Board of License Commissioners, which licenses and regulates businesses
throughout the City, including hotels, restaurants, breweries, package stores, and
entertainment facilities.  During his tenure, Adam led a comprehensive overhaul of the
City’s alcoholic beverages regulations and regularly interfaced with local officials, state
representatives, and the Alcoholic Beverages Control Commission.

Before joining RIW, Adam worked at a boutique Boston-area law firm and clerked for the
Honorable Virginia M. Morgan of the United States District Court for the Eastern District of
Michigan.

Adam is a frequent contributor to The Industry, the Restaurant & Hospitality Practice
Group’s quarterly newsletter, and chairs Restaurant Trends, the annual signature event for
Boston and New England’s Restaurant & Hospitality Industry.

PRACTICE AREAS
Cannabis

Commercial Real Estate

Corporate & Business

Restaurant & Hospitality

Zoning & Land Use

Alcoholic Beverage Licensing

EDUCATION

J.D. New England Law 

B.S. Middle Tennessee State
University 

ADMISSIONS

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts 
U.S. District Court for
the District of
Massachusetts

mailto:arb@riw.com
mailto:arb@riw.com
https://www.riw.com/practice/hospitality-practice-group/
https://www.riw.com/practice/hospitality-practice-group/
http://www.riwtheindustry.com/
https://www.rtseminar.com/
https://www.riw.com/practice/cannabis/
https://www.riw.com/practice/commercial-real-estate/
https://www.riw.com/practice/corporate-business/
https://www.riw.com/practice/hospitality-practice-group/
https://www.riw.com/practice/zoning-land-use/
https://www.riw.com/practice/hospitality-practice-group/alcoholic-beverage-licensing/
https://www.riw.com
https://www.riw.com


riw.com

© 2026 Ruberto, Israel & Weiner, P.C. | 255 State Street, 7th Floor Boston, MA 02109 | p 617.742.4200 | f 617.742.2355 | info@riw.com 2

Associations & Organizations
State & Federal Bar Admissions (Massachusetts)•
Member, Massachusetts Restaurant Association•
Member, Massachusetts Lodging Association •
Member, Boston Bar Association•
Member, National Association of Licensing and Compliance Professionals (NALCP) •

Honors & Awards
Massachusetts Super Lawyers, Land Use/Zoning (2024, 2025)•
Graduate of the Boston Future Leaders Program, a 10-month leadership initiative by•
Harvard Business School and the Greater Boston Chamber of Commerce, (2023)
Recognized by Boston Magazine as a Top Lawyer in the annual list of the Best Lawyers in•
Massachusetts

Land-Use/Zoning (2021, 2022, 2023, 2024)•
Commercial Real Estate (2025)•

Recognized as a Rising Star by Massachusetts Super Lawyers in the Corporate and•
Zoning/Land Use Categories: 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, and 2020
Profiled in the Annual Cannabis Spotlight, New England Real Estate Journal (2017)•

REPRESENTATIVE MATTERS
Served as lead zoning and development counsel for national sports and entertainment•
company in development of new 14,000 sq ft facility in Boston’s Fort Point neighborhood.
Represented international capital management firm on alcoholic beverage and hotel•
licensure in conjunction with its $50MM+ acquisition of a landmark hotel in Boston’s
Beacon Hill neighborhood.
Represented real estate developer relative to commercial lease negotiations with•
restaurant operators in a new international five-star hotel in the City of Boston.
Served as associate counsel for corporate developer of proposed $1B luxury resort and•
casino.
Served as lead counsel for cannabis company in commercial leasing, permitting and•
regulatory approvals required for operation of a new retail and cultivation facilities in
various locations in Massachusetts.
Served as corporate counsel to multi-state franchise operator relative the acquisitions•
and disposition of numerous locations and related corporate reorganization.
Represented national hotel operator and entertainment company in alcoholic beverages•
and entertainment licensing approvals for creation of new performing arts venue in
Boston’s Seaport District.
Represented commercial real estate trust in the disposition of a multi-tenanted, mixed-•
use building to Boston University
Served as associate counsel for leading national clean energy company in obtaining land-•
use approvals for operations of a 5.8 mega-watt 213-acre solar facility in Massachusetts.
Advised historic country club operator in compliance with the Liquor Control Act in•
anticipation of national golf tournament
Represented an association of hotels and restaurants before the Town of Brookline’s•
Special Licensing Review Committee.
Served as corporate, leasing, and alcoholic beverage licensing counsel to dozens new and•
existing hotels, restaurants, breweries in the City of Boston and throughout the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

PUBLICATIONS
An Update on Boston’s Liquor License Update Process, (January 2026)•
Client Alert: Cannabis Policy Update at State and Federal Levels, (December 2025)•

https://www.riw.com/2026/01/update-on-bostons-liquor-license-upgrade-process/
https://www.riw.com/2025/12/client-alert-cannabis-policy-update-at-state-and-federal-levels/
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Alcohol Licensing and Compliance Trends: Insights from the 2025 NALCP•
Conference, (October 2025)
Structuring Restaurant Startups for Expansion and Investment, Boston Business•
Journal (October 2025)
Boston Adopts State Law Allowing Beer & Wine Liquor License Conversions to All-•
Alcohol, (September 2025)
Client Alert: “Unfair and Deceptive Fees” Law, (August 2025)•
Liquor License Transfers: Three Debts That Survive Closing, (June 2025)•
Restaurant Finance & Liquor Licenses: Securing a Pledge of License as Collateral for•
a Loan, (March 2025)
Navigating the Evolving Landscape of Alcoholic Beverage Licensing: Key Trends and•
Regulatory Shifts (November 2024)
FAQ: What to Know About Boston’s New Liquor License Expansion Bill (September•
2024)
New Law Authorizes Expedited Outdoor Dining Approvals and To-Go Cocktails for•
Massachusetts Restaurants (May 2024)
Retail Roulette: The Risks and Rewards of Relocation Clauses in Commercial•
Leasing, New England Real Estate Journal (May 2023)
City of Boston Implements Permanent Outdoor Dining Program, The Industry (March•
2023)
Proposed Massachusetts Ballot Initiative Would Increase Retail Liquor License Cap,•
The Industry (June 2022)
How Municipalities Can Help Restaurants Reopen, The Boston Globe (May 19, 2020)•
Adaptive Reuse and the Modernization of the New England Shopping Mall, New•
England Real Estate Journal (January 2020)
4 Key Legal Considerations When Choosing Your Restaurant’s Location, Boston•
Magazine (November 2019)
Food Halls and Micro-Tenant Aggregation, New England Real Estate Journal (January•
2019)
Profile, Cannabis Spotlight, New England Real Estate Journal (March 2017)•
Federal Proposal for Local Zoning Deregulation, New England Real Estate Journal•
(October 2016)

SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS
Panelist: Massachusetts Restaurants United Webinar – Junk Fee Q&A with MRU, Hopdov•
& RIW, September 2025
Organizer and Introductory Remarks: 2025 Restaurant Trends Event, SPIN Boston (May•
2025)
Judge/Panelist: MRA 2025 ProStart Invitational, Massachusetts Restaurant Association•
(February 2025)
Interview on Transaction Talk podcast: Restaurant and Liquor Licensing Transactions•
(September 2024)
Co-Chair and Introductory Remarks: 2024 Restaurant Trends Event, City Winery Boston•
(May 2024)
Presenter and Co-Chair: 28th Annual Restaurant Trends Event, City Winery Boston•
(September 2021)
Moderator: Re-Opening Guidance for the Massachusetts Restaurant Industry RIW•
Webinar (June 2020)
Speaker: Hospitality Law Primer, Massachusetts Continuing Legal Education (May 2020)•
Speaker: Retail Considerations for the Cannabis Industry, National Retail Tenants•
Association, National Conference (September 2019)
Speaker: Hospitality Leasing Roundtable, National Retail Tenants Association, 2019•
National Conference (September 2019)
Guest: Restaurant Real Estate and Commercial Leasing, Restaurant Unstoppable•

https://www.riw.com/2025/10/alcohol-licensing-and-compliance-trends-insights-from-the-2025-nalcp-conference/
https://www.riw.com/2025/10/alcohol-licensing-and-compliance-trends-insights-from-the-2025-nalcp-conference/
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:VA6C2:c1aaba95-2d07-4376-85de-e05869193b86
https://www.riw.com/2025/09/boston-adopts-state-law-allowing-beer-wine-license-conversions-to-all-alcohol/
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https://www.riw.com/2025/03/restaurant-finance-liquor-licenses-securing-a-pledge-of-license-as-collateral-for-loan/
https://www.riw.com/2024/11/navigating-the-evolving-landscape-of-alcoholic-beverage-licensing-key-trends-and-regulatory-shifts/
https://www.riw.com/2024/11/navigating-the-evolving-landscape-of-alcoholic-beverage-licensing-key-trends-and-regulatory-shifts/
https://www.riw.com/2024/09/faq-what-to-know-about-bostons-new-liquor-license-expansion-bill/
https://www.riw.com/2024/05/new-law-authorizes-expedited-outdoor-dining-approvals-and-to-go-cocktails-for-massachusetts-restaurants/
https://www.riw.com/2024/05/new-law-authorizes-expedited-outdoor-dining-approvals-and-to-go-cocktails-for-massachusetts-restaurants/
https://nerej.com/retail-roulette-the-risks-and-rewards-of-relocation-clauses-in-commercial-leasing-by-adam-barnosky
https://nerej.com/retail-roulette-the-risks-and-rewards-of-relocation-clauses-in-commercial-leasing-by-adam-barnosky
https://www.riw.com/2023/03/city-of-boston-implements-permanent-outdoor-dining-program/
https://www.riw.com/2022/06/client-alert-proposed-increase-to-alcohol-retail-license-cap/
https://www.riw.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Boston-Globe-Opinion-How-Municipalities-Can-Help-Restaurants-Re-Open.pdf
https://nerej.com/adaptive-reuse-and-the-modernization-of-the-new-england-shopping-mall-by-adam-barnosky
https://www.bostonmagazine.com/sponsor-content/4-key-legal-considerations-when-choosing-your-restaurants-location/
https://nerej.com/food-halls-and-micro-business-aggregation-dominate-downtown-boston-by-adam-barnosky
https://www.riw.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/adam-barnosky.pdf
https://www.riw.com/2024/09/new-episode-of-transaction-talk-restaurant-and-liquor-licensing-transactions/
https://www.riw.com/2024/06/restaurant-trends-2024/
https://www.riw.com/2021/08/ruberto-israel-weiner-invites-you-to-the-28th-annual-restaurant-trends-event-2/
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https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.riw.com%2F2020%2F06%2Fwebinar-recording-re-opening-guidance-for-the-massachusetts-restaurant-industry%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cahd%40riw.com%7C279e2281187344ef1bbf08d8fdbbdd76%7Cd2bfbfb3cbe14dd4b619831793d392b4%7C0%7C0%7C637538330612989885%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=KS5oujzlQgE7LXwxBuOBSXnQfRELh9H050IFOebKorM%3D&reserved=0
https://restaurantunstoppable.com/adam-barnosky-ruberto-israel-weiner/
https://www.riw.com
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Podcast (May 2019)
Judge/Panelist: MRA 2019 ProStart Invitational, Massachusetts Restaurant Association•
(February 2019)
Speaker: Retail Considerations in the Emerging Cannabis Industry, National Retail•
Tenants Association, 2018 National Conference (September 2018)
Speaker: Restaurant & Hospitality Leasing, National Retail Tenants Association, 2018•
National Conference (September 2018)
Speaker: Medical & Adult Use Cannabis in Massachusetts, MA Society of CPAs 2018 State•
Tax Conference (January 2018)
Moderator: Best Management Practices for Hotel Operators, Massachusetts Lodging•
Association (December 2017)
Panelist: Cannabis and Commercial Real Estate, New England Real Estate Journal•
(February 2017)
Guest: Restaurant & Hospitality Law, Radio Entrepreneurs (July 2016)•

https://www.riw.com/2018/09/riw-attorneys-david-robinson-and-adam-barnosky-will-be-speaking-at-the-national-retail-tenant-associations-annual-conference-this-fall/
https://web.masslodging.com/events/Best-Management-Practices-for-Hotel-Operators-6/details
https://nerej.com/nerej-s-cannabis-and-commercial-real-estate-summit-examines-challenges-opportunities-for-industry
https://www.riw.com
https://www.riw.com
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